The number of Bowlers at Bembridge in October 2025 was down on previous years.  There were 72 bowlers in total ,6 teams from Lockswood, 8 from Rottingdean in Sussex and one from Sandown.  With a few independent players they made up 18 teams for the group stages played on Tuesday.  Of the Lockswood teams four made it through to the semi-finals.  The all-girls team of Sue Coates, Sylvia Switzer, Gwen Green and Kay Walsh were out as were Roger & Martin Wellstead with Bill Dunkley and Kev Gillingham.
The quarter finals knocked out the Beaumont/Barton team and Simon O’Neill’s team leaving us with Ernie Lambs team and Coleen Moneys team in the semi-final. Sadly, it was not Lockwood’s day and two Rottingdean teams went through to face each other in the final.
The stay at Bembridge is not all about the bowling, we met in each other’s rooms for drinks and chat, there were regular card schools and on Wednesday evening a most excellent singer Stephen Bayliss in the main entertainment hall.
On Thursday evening we met in the bar to thank Sylvia for all the work she put in to make the week a success and present her with a card and voucher on behalf of the group.
John Beaumont will be organising next years stay which will be the week beginning 9th March.  Places are available so contact John if you are interested in going.

